
~ o ~ E R ~ M ~ ~ ~  OF THE 
B O A R D  OF ZONING A D J U S T M E N T  

Application No. 16307 of National Child Research Center. pursuant to 1 1 DCMR 3 108.1 and 
3 107.2 for a special exception under Section 205 to establish a child development center for 120 
students ages 2 % to five years and 28 staff in the basement through third floor of an existing 
building. and a variance from the provisions of Section 2101 for off-street parking in an R-1-B 
District at premises 3209 Highland Place, N.W. (Square 2072, Lot 30 (855 & 866)]. 

HEARING DATE: January 21 and April 1,1998 
DECISION DATE: January 21, February 1 and May 6,1998 

SUMMARY ORDER UPON REHEARING 

The application was amended at the public hearing to eliniinate the variance from 11 
DCMR 2101 for off-street parking. The applicant submitted into the record a letter dated 
November 12. 1997, from the State Historic Preservation Officer for the District of Columbia 
stating that the subject building is either a historic landmark in the D.C. Inventor) of Historic 
Sites or is located within a historic district and contributes to the character of the historic district. 
The Board determined that a parking variance is not needed based on Subsection 2100.5 of the 
Zoning Regulations which exempts such historic structures from providing additional parking 
when the use is changed. 

For the January 21. 1998 hearing. the Board provided notice of public hearing on this 
application by publication in the D.C. Register. and by inail to Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission (ANC) 3C and to owners of property within 200 feet of the site. 

The site of this application is located within the jurisdiction of ANC 3C. ANC 3C, which 
is automatically a party to this application. submitted a written statement of issues and concerns 
in support of the application. However, on, February 3. 1998. ANC 3C submitted a letter dated 
January 27, 1998 protesting the inadequate public notice in the application and requested that a 
new public hearing be held after proper notice has been given. The ANC noted that the notices 
were received very late due to the holiday season and new hearing would allow for a full 
discussion about parking and child drop-off and pick-up. 

The Board considered the request at its public meeting of February 4. 1998 and granted 
the rehearing. The new hearing was held on April 1,  1998. 

For the April 1. 1998 hearing, the Board provided proper and timely notice of public 
hearing on this application by publication in the D.C. Register. and by mail to Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 3C and to owners of property within 200 feet of the site. 
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As directed by I 1  DCMR 3324.2, the Board has required the applicant to satisfy the 
burden of proving the elements which are necessary to establish the case for a special exception 
pursuant to 1 1  DCMR 205. No person or entity appearing as a party to this case testified in 
opposition to the application. Accordingly, a decision by the Board to grant this application 
would not be adverse to any party. 

Based upon the record before the Board. the Board concludes that the applicant has met 
the burden of proof. pursuant to 1 1 DCMR 3 108. that the requested relief can be granted as being 
in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Zoning Regulations and Map. The Board 
further concludes that granting the requested relief will not tend to affect adversely the use of 
neighboring property in accordance with the Zoning Regulations and Map. It is therefore 
ORDERED that this application be GRANTED, SUBJECT to the following CONDITIONS: 

1. Approval shall be for EIGHT (8) YEARS. 

2. The applicant shall prepare a pamphlet. separate from other school notices. which 
will define clearly the school's policies and regulations with regard to traffic and 
parking. The pamphlet will recognize specifically the interests and concerns of 
neighbors regarding school-related traffic and parking. The pamphlet will be 
distributed at the start of the school year and three additional times during the 
school year to parents and child care providers. In addition, the pamphlet will be 
given to families that change caregivers, and the applicant will further distribute 
the pamphlet at such other times to individual drivers if violations of the policy 
are noted by the monitors or neighbors. 

3.  The applicant shall clearly define the carpool waiting line on Highland Place and 
any carpool waiting line, and the location of its starting point shall be marked 
with a traffic cone placed in the street at each scheduled pick-up time to minimize 
blocking of traffic, particularly at the curve on Highland Place. In this instance, 
"carpool" refers to any automobile used to pick up one or more NCRC students. 

4. Formation of the carpool waiting line shall not be permitted prior to 10 minutes 
before dismissal time. 

5 .  Clearly identifiable NCRC staff using walkie-talkies (or other communication 
technology) shall monitor drop-off and pick-up points on Highland Place and 
Ordway Street with specific attention to ensuring that driveways and traffic is not 
blocked. 

6. The applicant and ANC 3-C shall jointly request that the Department of Public 
Works mark no-parking areas at all the corners of Highland and 33rd Places with 
both signs and pavement markings to indicate clearly the limit of parking close to 
these corners. They will further request that parking adjacent to the school 
property along Ordway Street be limited to 15 minutes on school days between 
7:00 a.m. and 8 3 0  a.m. with appropriated signage and pavement markings. 
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7 .  The applicant's staff shall warn violators of traffic regulations and shall request 
enforcement by the Metropolitan Police if violations persist. 

8. The applicant shall not object to or in any way discourage any extension of 
residential permit parking on streets within the area of the school (except with 
regard to the actual frontage of NCRC on Highland Place and Ordway Street, 
N.W.). 

9. The hours and days of operation shall be between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 

Pursuant to 1 1 DCMR 3301.1 ~ the Board has determined to waive the requirement of 11 
DCMR 333 1.3 that the order of the Board be accompanied by findings of fact and conclusions of 
law. The waiver will not prejudice the rights of any party, and is appropriate in this case. 

DECISION DATE: February 4,1998 

VOTE: 4-0 (Susan Morgan Hinton and Sheila Cross Reid to APPROVE the request to 
REHEAR the application; Betty King and Maybelle Taylor Bennett to 
approve by absentee vote). 

DECISION DATE: May 6,1998 

VOTE: 3-0 (Betty King and Sheila Cross Reid to grant; Herbert M. Franklin to grant 
by absentee vote). 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 

Interim Director 

~ - 3  1999 
Final Date of Order: 

PURSUANT TO D.C. CODE SEC. 1-2531 (1987). SECTION 267 OF D.C. LAW 2-38, THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF 1977. THE APPLICANT IS REQUIRED TO COMPLY FULLY 

TITLE 1, CHAPTER 25 (1 987), AND THIS ORDER IS CONDITIONED UPON FULL 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF D.C. LAW 2-38, AS AMENDED, CODIFIED AS D.C. CODE, 
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COMPLIANCE WITH THOSE PROVISIONS. THE FAILURE OR REFUSAL OF 

SHALL BE A PROPER BASIS FOR THE REVOCATION OF THIS ORDER. 
APPLICANT TO COMPLY WITH ANY PROVISIONS OF D.C. LAW 2-38. AS AMENDED, 

UNDER 11 DCMR 5 3103.1. "NO DECISION OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE 
EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE 
SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF 
ZONING ADJUSTMENT. 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS AFTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY IS 
FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS. 

16307ord/twr/ljp 



GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

BZA APPLICATION NO. 16307 

As Interim Director of the Office of Zoning, I certify and attest that on 
a copy of the order entered on that date in this matter before the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
was mailed first class, postage prepaid to each party who appeared and participated in the public 
hearing concerning this matter, and who is listed below: 

MAR - 3  1999 

Matthew Watson, Esquire 
1701 Q Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20009 

Chairperson 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3C 
2737 Devonshire Place, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Attested By: 

Interim Director 

Attesdljp 


